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Vicar’'s Reflections

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The ministry of the Church, according to Paul, is the
ministry of reconciliation (2Cor. 5:18). This ministry is
given to those who have been reconciled to God
through Christ. The ministry of reconciliation belongs
to the whole church. According to Peter, the Church,
as God's people, is a royal priesthood to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ
(I Pet. 2:5,9).

This universal ministry is quite fundamental. The
expression ‘laity’ stands for the whole Church, which
includes the clergy. Itis clear from the New Testament
that even in the earliest days there were definite
ministries and the importance of these ministries
increased as the threat from different thinking grew. In
the first few centuries the various kinds of ministry had
become consolidated into familiar orders.

These offices demand the highest qualities, both moral
and intellectual, in those who offer themselves for it.
The office is a gift and depends on God’s working
through it. “This office is more than the man, God’s
grace is more than any individual charisma”.

With all good wishes,

Rev. Daniel George

Christ Church
01 October 2009
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Our Bishop Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel fias been
elected as the President of Bible Society of India,
Kerala Auxiliary

CONGRATULATIONS
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i Sesquicentennial News
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Celebration Concert

As informed earlier, we request the wholehearted co-operation and
patronage of the entire congregation in ensuring the success of our only
fund raising event for the Programmes and Projects by the Church
Organizations during the Jubilee Year. Please ensure full attendance at
5.30 pm in the University Senate Hall for the Concert.

Samooha Vivaham

We have received requests from three couples of our diocese and the
wedding is proposed on 27th October at 11 am in our Church.

All Saints Day

A special service to remember all our departed loved ones has been
planned at 6 pm on 1 November 2009. Rt. Rev. Dr. K.G. Daniel, Bishop of
East Kerala Diocese will be our guest for this service. The Cemetery is
given a face-lift, as announced earlier.

Clergy Conference

The Diocesan Clergy Conference from 27 to 29 October 2009 is hosted
by us. In this connection, Holy Eucharist Service, followed by a special
felicitation meeting to our Bishop on his Consecration Day will be held in
our Church at 4.30 pm on 27 October 2009. His Grace Thomas Mar
Timotheos, Episcopa of Thiruvananthapuram - Kollam Diocese of the
Marthoma Church is expected to be the Chief Guest for the felicitation
meeting.

Valedictory of our Jubilee

Our year long sesquicentennial Celebrations will culminate on Sunday,
the 15th November 2009 with a thanks giving service at 8 am in the Church,
followed by a Public Meeting at 4.30 pm at the University Senate Hall.
Most Rev. Dr. J.W. Gladstone, Moderator of the Church of South India, our
Bishop, Bishops from sister churches and other Public dignitaries will
attend the meeting. The entire congregation is requested to attend the
final day functions of our Jubilee.
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Organisations’ Corner

Almaya Fellowship I
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Women'’s Fellowship I

A group of Women'’s Fellowship members attended the St. Monica’s
day on 12-9-2009 at Kanakari. An amount of Rs. 13,100 (Thirteen thousand,
one hundred) was collected from our church and given. Sincere thanks to
all those who have contributed to the cause.

Golden Age Fellowship I

Golden Age Sunday was celebrated on 27 September 2009 and
members took active part in conducting of the worship services.

Young Family Fellowship I
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Programme for October

e 9" —Friday e 23" —Friday
Choir Practice (English) - 5 PM Choir Practice (English) - 5PM
Quarterly Worship and get-to-gether o 24" — Saturday

message by Sri. P.K. Luke, Secretary, House Visit (Women’s Fellowship) -
Christ Church. (Golden age) 10AM

e 10" -Saturday Choir Practice (Malayalam) - 5PM
Choir Practice (Malayalam) — 5PM Intercessory Prayer (Youth Fellowship) -
Intercessory Prayer (Youth Fellowship) 4.30 PM
-4.30 PM e 25" — Sunday

e 11" —Sunday Sunday School — 8AM
Sunday School — 8AM Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) — After
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) - After English Service
English Service Prayer Meeting (Almaya Fellowship) —
Prayer Meeting (Almaya Fellowship) - After Malayalam Service
After Malayalam Service e 27th-Tuesday

e 16" —Friday Samooha Vivaham - 11 AM
Choir Practice (English) - 5PM HE Service - 4.30 PM

Bible Study (Golden Age) - 4.30PM o 30" -Friday
e 17" —Saturday Choir Practice (English) - 5 PM

Womens fellowship Bible Study - 3 PM Sick Visit 9 AM (Golden age)

. . e 31%t—Saturday
Choir Practice (Malayalam) - SPM Intercessory Prayer (Youth Fellowship) -
Intercessory Prayer (Youth Fellowship) - yrray u Wship

430 PM 430PM
Choir Practice (Malayalam) -5 PM
e 18" —Sunday e Nov 1% - Sunday
Sunday School - 8AM Sunday School — 8 AM
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) — After Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) — After
English Service English Service
Prayer Meeting (Almaya Fellowship) - Prayer Meeting (Almaya Fellowship) —
After Malayalam Service After Malayalam Service

Praise and Worship - 6 PM All Saints Day Service - 6 PM

MBible
50 copies of English Bible - “The New Revised Standard Version”
being used by us in our service has been presented to the church by
Dr. Ebenezer Rajkumar and placed at the pew. Please take care and
use the same during the reading of the lessons and sermon.
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My church, My life

The thought was deeply disturbing and | was not able to sleep after
getting back home from the confirmation class at the Christ Church. Those
words of achen - that it is a sin to participate in the Lord’s Supper without
accepting Christ into our hearts - kept gnawing at me.

| sat up on the bed and my thoughts began to wander. Images of
my past -disobedience to my parents and teachers, and most importantly,
to God - haunted me.

Achen had told us, quoting | Corinthians 11:27-29, that we should
not partake in the Holy Communion if we had not accepted Christ into our
hearts. | began to tremble as | knew | was not at all worthy to participate in
the Lord’s Supper. The thoughts about my sinful fallen state produced
tears in my eyes but also filled me with hope in Jesus Christ.

What came to rny rescue at that moment of despondency were the
Sunday School lessons that | learned. | experienced a great energy passing
through me that helped me to look unto Jesus in prayer. | honestly
confessed my sins and urged Jesus to take control of my disturbed mind.
The assurance of forgiveness of sins and acceptance into the family of
God was a marvelous experience that | can never forget in my life.

That experience was rejuvenating.

God filled me with the complete joy that one understands from the
Bible. The experience of this joy drew me closer to God day by day and
created in me an interest to attend youth camps and spiritual meetings. |
started reading Bible by myself without any external compulsion and
attending church services’ regularly without being prompted by anyone.

And, in one of the youth camps organized by the Campus Crusade
for Christ, | decided to join the Lord’s ministry and in due course of time |
became a presbyter in the Church of South India.

At this time of Christ Church’s sesquicentennial celebration, |
remember with gratitude the way God has blessed our church in the last
150 Years. Many of us were spiritually nourished in this church and some
of us have gone to different corners of the world with the Word of God.
Prayerful life and the spiritual desire of the members have helped the
Church to grow from a small beginning to its present height.

Whenever | look back to my past life in relation with the Christ
Church, God has given me sufficient reasons to rejoice over it. It is from
this church that | started my spiritual journey in Jesus Christ. | remember

TIDINGS OCTOBER 2009

with gratitude how God used presbyters in this Church to shape my
spiritual thoughts and sharpen my relationship with Jesus.

| remember with happiness how my parents brought my brother
and me to church regularly when we were children. The songs and the
worship drew my attention and | enjoyed every moment that | used to
spend in the Church. But until | reached the confirmation age, what attracted
me more were the songs sung by the Choir and the congregation. The
elegant procession with cross at the front and presbyters behind have
created a lasting impression in me as a child. The neat arrangement of
furnitures inside the church and the orderly worship were things that |
always looked forward to take in week after week.

By the grace of God, | could learn the Bible at Sunday-schools from
avery young age. But unfortunately, that knowledge had not taken the form
of faith in my personal life. At the same time. Church attendance and other
spiritual activities continued regularly. Spiritual experience remained at
the periphery till that confirmation class that | described in the beginning
of this article. That was indeed a turning point in my life.

What | knew about confirmation was that it was needed if your
name were to be added in the adult list of the Church register. | knew
these classes were important before taking the Holy Communion but |
was happy to attend the church without participating in the Holy
Communion. Still, | started attending the classes on my parents’ insistence.

| still remember a friend, who was a bit talkative and made
comments about each remark that the priest made. | enjoyed his
comments but also listened to the words of achen. | still remember the
things that were learned from confirmation class: the number of
sacraments, according to the church traditions, and the definition of
sacrament. Achen told us to learn both the Apostle’s and Nicene Creed,
but I'm not sure whether | learned them at that time.

However, it was then that | saw myself reaching a crossroad and
I'm glad that God showed me the path that | should take. My only prayer
now is to ask God to help me to be faithful and to work with you for the
expansion of His kingdom.

May God continue to use Christ Church, Trivandrum, as a platform
for the salvation of the perishing souls and also as a shelter for the needy
in the society.

Rev. Varghese Enathickal
(ID 101), Vicar, Emauel Church, Singapore
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Drop your answers in the suggestion box be-
fore 22nd October and win exciting prizes

ACROSS DOWN

1 A book of books (5) 1 There are 66 of these (5) o
4 Shortest book in the Old Testament (7) 2 Behold (2) 5]
7 The number of chapters in Philemon (3) 3 Revelation comes in this part of the New | S
8 This testament contains 39 books (3) Testament (3) S
9 Jesus’ brother, who wrote a letter (5) 5 Donation of money to the poor (4) =
11 In authority before the kings (6) 6 This letter lists the faithful (7) 2
12 His epistle contains one chapter (4) 9 He prophesied of the ‘day of the Lord’ (4) | ©
13 Successor to Queen Vashti (6) 10 A faithful Moabitess (4) a
14 David wrote many of these, set to 13 He foretold the regathering of Israel in ;
music (6) prophecy of dry bones (7) o
17 Wrote about the restoration of the 15 A prophet who was a herdsman (4) =
temple (4) 16 One of the gospel writers (4) =
18 Originator, writer of a book (6) 19 A prophet, reluctant to go to Nineveh (5) | S
21 Number of letters written by John (5) 20 Adam and Eve ate from this in the s
23 Number of chapters in 13A (3) garden (4) IS
24 Galilee, Dead, for example (3) 22 The border of a garment (3) k%)
26 Paul wrote many of these (7) 25 Joshua writes about this city near s
27 He prophesied the birthplace of Bethel (2)

Jesus (5)

ANSWERS - CROSSWORD No. 9

ACROSS: 1) Burning Bush 6)Roast 7)Pearl 8)Ears 9)Eve 10)Deposed 14)Eli
15)Seen 16)Exalt 17)Elect 18)Unadvisedly

DOWN: 1)Border 2)Reaped 3)Interpret 4)Bees 5)Syria 7)Prisoners 11)Defend
12)Filthy 13) Waxen 15)Slid
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